[Levels of pituitary-thyroid axis hormones in men during the course of chronic active hepatitis and liver cirrhosis].
Influence of liver pathology on changes in concentrations of individual thyroid hormones, in spite of extensive investigations, remains obscure and the presented opinions are conditionary. The aim of the work was to show whether impairment of liver function (cirrhosis, chronic active hepatitis CAH) affects basic concentrations of TT3, TT4, fT3, fT4 and TSH. The investigations were carried out in 30 males (mean age 51.8 years) with cirrhosis of the liver and in 30 males (mean age 38.9 years) with CAH. The diagnosis was established on the basis of the clinical picture, results of biochemical and serological blood tests, as well as on histopathological examination of liver samples. The control group consisted of 20 male healthy volunteers. Fasting blood samples were collected between 7 and 8 a.m. Concentrations of TT3, TT4, fT3, fT4 and TSH were estimated with the RIA method. A significant decline of TT3, TT4, fT3, fT4 concentration and TT3/TT4 index in males with liver cirrhosis were observed.